CONTEMPORARY GLOBAL ISSUES

(PCS 822) - CHs: 3.0

1. Course objectives: Human beings and nations have always been facing new
issues/challenges from time to time. In today’s world, we have seen the so-called
Arab Spring and its impacts on nations like Syria and Egypt. We have also seen an
increase in youth activism e.g. protests on the sidelines of the FIFA World Cup held
in Brazil. In addition, there are serious ongoing challenges in the form of poverty,
transnational crimes, climate change, and certain diseases like HIV/AIDS. On one
hand some of these challenges create tensions among nations but on the other
hand, they also create opportunities amongst nations. This interdisciplinary course
seeks to explore contemporary global issues. It provides an in-depth understanding
of themes related to social, political, economic, and cultural processes; global
linkages/interdependencies; and power relations that connect individuals,
communities, groups, states, and regions across the globe. It examines the values
and vision emerging from regional perspectives that lead to conflict and/or
cooperation in the international system. It contrasts the increasingly complex

problems faced by different regions with the growing integration of the global

economy.
2. Outcomes: Students should be able to
a. Analyze and discuss the major problems facing the world today,
including problems related to environment, population growth, human
rights, security, economic development, and trade.
b. Critically assess the merits of competing arguments concerning these
issues.
3. Contents
a. Introduction to global issues
b. The military industrial complex and nuclear proliferation
C. The growth and decline of nationalism
d. Human rights
e. Global vs. regional security
f. International Trade

Global Poverty
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Population and migration

Women, children and development

Health issues

Environmental security

Conflict over natural resources and future prospects

Refugees and IDPs
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